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DOCTOR'S EXPERIENCE

The prison authorities wanted a medical certificate
from me that this patient was “medically fit for

execution”.

The reintroduction of capital
punishment in SriLanka last year, after the
murder of Colombo’s High Court judge and
his police bodyguard, prompts me to share
a 1976 experience with readers.

| was a surgeon at Kandy in Sri Lanka. One
night, at about 10 o’clock, | was called to
attend to a severely injured man. He was a
model prisoner whom the prison staff liked.
He was due to be executed early the next
morning for the murder. His last wish was
that he be given a bottle of gin to go with
his last meal. His request was allowed and
he was permitted to consume the meal as
late as he wished. After he enjoyed his meal
and gin, the prisoner was to die. He decided
to take his own life rather than wait to be
hanged at the gallows a few hours later. So
he broke the empty bottle of gin by hitting
it on the floor. Then he vigorously stabbed
himself repeatedly and forcibly over his
abdomen,

He told me he did not deserve to
die by execution, but was reconciled to
dying because he had killed another man.
He had returned home one day to find the
other man at his home having an affair with
his wife. He lost control of himself and
attacked the other man who died as a result.
But he said he had never intended to kill
the man or cause death to anyone. He said
he was convicted for murder on fabricated
evidence.

My decision was simple. | issued
a written medical certificate that the prisoner
was unfit for removal from hospital. Removal
from hospital would be at peril to the life of
the prisoner. | told the prison authorities if

- DR Victor Ariyaratnam Benjamin

the prisoner died on the way to prison
gallows, which were a short distance, the
prison authorities would have been
responsible for causing his death before
execution. As a result no one was willing
to remove the prisoner from hospital. The
prison authorities were unwilling to take that
risk. Consequently, the execution was not
carried out that day.

| kept this prisoner in my hospital
ward for two weeks, by which time he was
my friend. In the meantime his layers
appealed to the president and their client’s
death sentence was commuted to life
causing multiple, deep, penetrating cuts
through his anterior abdominal wall that
resulted in several perforations of his
stomach and intestines and multiple
lacerations of his mesentery, liver and
omentum. In the next few hours | carefully
repaired all his abdominal injuries.

Next morning, after receiving orders
from the Ministry of Justice in Colombo, the
prison authorities wanted to a medical
certificate from me that this patient was
“medically fit for execution”. | asked the
prison authorities what exactly was the level
of fitness required for a prisoner to be killed.

| then spoke to the prisoner who
was a hospital inpatient in my surgical ward.
He told me he had been ready to die, and
blamed me for having prevented his death
afew hours earlier. imprisonment. He would
have been released from prison about 10
years later and, | hope, he is alive in a
Sinhalese village somewhere in Sri Lanka
now.

(Thanks to Australian Doctor)

Is the LTTE bent on self-destruction?

| was shocked and surprised to read your
lead story in the Uthayam of March 2005,
where Rajasingham Jeyadevan, aLTTE
supporter was inveigled into visiting Wanni
for, ironing out differences he has had with
some LTTE leaders back in the U.K. To
his utter disbelief and dismay, he and
another LTTE supporter Vivekanandan who
went to Wanni together found themselves
taken for a ride and tossed into a
dilapidated hours and kept in detention for
nearly two months. The aim of the Wanni
leader-ship was to settle some scores in
London through coercion. To some extent
the LTTE succeeded, at least for the time
being.

Itis quite natural that in any organization
differences in opinions and ideas do
occur. But trying to settle them through
deceit and treachery is deplorable and
should be condemned.

Like so many Tamils in the U.K. or for that
matter in Canada, Australia, France etc.
Jeyadevan too could have turned a blind
eye to the suffering of his fellow Tamils
back in Sri Lanka.

But because of the compassion and
concern he has for them, he took a keen
interest in the activities of the LTTE in
London.

According to The Sunday Leader of 27
March, when Anton Balasingham, the
LTTE spokesman and his wife Adele were
stranded Wanni without valid passports
and when the former wanted to go to the
U.K. for urgent medical treatment it was
Jeyadevan who cameto their rescue by
obtaining passports for them.

To treat such a good Samaritan in a
brutal manner through deceit defies all
norms of accepted human behavior.
Although the possibilities of details
relating to Jeyadevan'’s orders could be
exaggerated, his detention in Killinochchi
remains a fact. Even Anton Balasingham
in his interview with the Tamil.NET had
refrained from mentioning about it.

The internecine power struggle that has
been going on between LTTE factions of
Prabhakaran and Karuna has already
created a feeling of revulsion among
many expatriate Tamils. The harrowing
experience, both Jeyadevan and
Vivekanandan under went at the hands of
LTTE would further alienate it from them.

If the LTTE fails to or does not want to
change the old methods of dealing with
its supporters on members of public, its
going down the way to perdition in
inevitable.

(An Uthayam Reader)
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Sydney: 02 9223 9222
Perth: 08 9221 6313

RESS

Send now. Receive now.

INSTANT MONEY TRANSFERS TO

SRI LANKA
onny AU $7*

INSTANT CASH TRANSFERS PERSON TO PERSON ONLY
Cash pick up after half an hour
Cash conveniently picked from any
COMBANK (Commercial Bank Of Ceylon)
or PAN ASIA Bank
or designated Sampath Bank
Xpress Demand Drafts

Demand drafts delivered o your
beneficiary's home address or to any bank branch
Travelling Overseas?

We Exchange Foreign Currency with
NO COMMISSION OR FEES
(Except on AUD TC)

For all other enquires, please contact us

1300 78 50 50

Melbourne: 03 9620 1433
WWW. XPressmonay.com.au
melbourne@xpressmoney.com.au

Erisbane: 07 3236 4711
Gold Coast: 07 5538 2995




